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 ućeg autorilaska NEWFOUNDLAND LANGUAGE By MARY T. FINNEY. CHAPTER I. Introduction. I. A NATIONAL
LANGUAGE? There are some very strong reasons for believing that the Newfoundland language has the distinction of being
the mother tongue of all Newfoundlanders; and so far as the history of the country is concerned, its age is proved to be beyond

the limit of doubt. But that it is still spoken by all the inhabitants has been conclusively shown by its survival, in spite of
countless generations of migration and deportation, and with only one exception, by the presence of long-range migrations by

the earliest immigrants. The only language spoken in these early days was the aboriginal language of the people, whose language
is, therefore, the ancient tongue of Newfoundland. The discovery of Newfoundland and its settlement was made in 1497, but it

was not until the latter part of the fifteenth century that the inhabitants began to move out of the woods and occupy the shores of
the bay. There were no means of communication then; the voyagers could not get messages or explanations, as to the settlement

and the people. The country is an island of immense size, and a settlement which was made hundreds of years ago must have
been a precarious one, in the absence of communication. With the discovery of the country a thousand years have passed away,
and yet there is no language but the Newfoundland language, the language of the ancient people who had been given over to the

beasts of the forest, which, in spite of the efforts of many generations of colonization, has remained the language of all
Newfoundlanders. The language of the people in 1497 would, therefore, have been the same as the ancient tongue of the people

in the fifteenth century. We have, therefore, a period of about six centuries, in which we find the aboriginal language to have
survived uninterrupted. It has been for many generations the only language used by the people. It is significant, therefore, that

the name which was given to the inhabitants, that is to say, "Newfoundlanders," was derived from this language, or the
aboriginal language. During this long period of time, many generations have passed away, and in 82157476af
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